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Georgia Society  

for Histotechnology 

President ‘s Letter…. 
Dear GSH members, 

 

Thank you to the speakers, vendors, and attendees that made our first ever “HISTOPALOOZA!” a huge success.  The BOD is already preparing next year’s 

“HISTOPALOOZA!” and we are accepting abstracts from potential presenters. Our most recent site visit was at Legacy Lodge at Lake Lanier Islands and a deci-

sion will be made in the next few weeks.   

Members were sent a "call for delegates" for the NSH/HOD in Austin, Texas and the paperwork will be submitted by the deadline of June 28th.  If you are inter-

ested in representing Georgia please contact me. Also go to the homepage on the NSH website and voice your opinion, by June 27th, about changes to the 

NAACLS elimination of diploma/certificates. 

Suggestions were made to upgrade our website and we are investigating the use of "Word Press".   We will have a new domain and announce that in our next 

edition of the MICROTIME.  

Remember that membership to the GSH is free, but you must renew yearly to receive email and updates. 

We welcome your feedback, news of your lab, and pertinent articles. I hope everyone enjoys a safe, fun summer and we will report from Austin in our next issue.

 

Warm Regards, 

 

 Wanda K Simons, HT (ASCP) 

GSH President 

 gshpresident@gmail.com 

Website connections~ 

http://www.nsh.org/ 

http://www.histonet.org/ 

http://www.histosearch.com/ 

http://www.histotalk.com/ 

Joyce Weems recipient HT of the Year  Award 

presented by Sharon Wehman of Sakura 
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June 28th.  If you are inter-

nnounce that in our next 

from Austin in our next issue. 

 

Georgia Rep... 

Sharon Wehman   sfatl@aol.com 

678-462-6349 
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Books & Articles: 

Carl Sagasser accepting for David  Dacalio 

recipient of Student of the Year Award 

presented by Donna Hedger co-sponsored 

by Statlab and GSH 

What have you read lately that made you think about Histology? 

Email me: gshmicrotime@gmail.com 

"Lean In: Women, Work, and the will to lead" co-authors Sheryl Sandberg and Nell Scovell; Knopf, 2013. 

On the Times bestseller list for over a year this book encourages women to "lean into their ambitions".   It encourages women to ex-

change ideas in your "circle", to learn and develop your skills, while also encouraging other women.  Not to be elitist or sexist, but to 

develop your potential with the support of other women, and men.  This read will help every histoprofessional in a collaborative and 

supportive way.  Not to exclude our male counterparts, as this ideal would benefit everyone.  History has shown that women sacrifice 

their own careers to support the family while earning less than our male counterparts.  We welcome feedback. 



 5 

 

5 

MICROTIME AD RATES  

For Four Issues 

Business Card  -   $50 

Half Page  -   $85 

Full Page or Insert  -  $125 

 

Make check payable to : GSH 

MAIL TO: 

Shirley Powell 

2690 Eatonton Highway 

Haddock, GA  31033 

powell_sa@mercer.edu 

 

The Microtime is published quarterly by the Georgia  Society for           

Histotechnology for its members. Contributions, suggestions and            

advertisements are welcome. Please visit the GSH website for 

submission information and guidance. Permission to reprint is 

granted as long as source and author are acknowledged and a 

copy of the reprint is sent to the editors. Articles without bylines 

are written by the editors. Please    submit manuscripts to the 

editor.  

 

Deadlines for Submission are:  

September 1 - Fall  

December 1 – Winter  

March 1 - Spring  

June 1 - Summer  
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Histology Openings! 
HAVE A LISTING?  

EMAIL IT TO GSHMICROTIME@GMAIL.COM 

Huntsville, Alabama Huntsville Hospital  Job Opening 
Histology Technician- 3rd Shift Full Time 

 
Job Summary 

The Histology technician performs high volume, repetitive tests in 
an anatomic pathology     laboratory and, using standard pro-
cedures, identifies causes of technical and instrumental prob-

lems. 
Minimum Knowledge, Skills, Experience Required, Educa-

tion/Experience 

HS/GED.  Certification as HT (ASCP) required. 
 

Additional Skills/Abilities 
Must have excellent communication skills with the ability to work 
in a fast paced environment, requiring prioritizing and changing 
tasks frequently and quickly.  Must be able to maintain  abso-

lute confidentiality in the handling of patient information. Abso-
lute integrity and accuracy in the identification and reporting of 

number and names.   
 

For more information on Huntsville Hospital Healthcare System 
and to apply for the position, please visit http://

huntsvillehospital.org/ 

Full-time position for Mohs Histotechnician, HT/HTL          
certification or eligible, 

at a busy Mohs surgery practice.  Duties include processing, 
embedding, cutting, and staining quality frozen tissue specimens 
for microscopic evaluation by Mohs surgeon.  Additional duties 
include performing and documenting testing in compliance with 

quality control procedures, maintaining quality controls in     
accordance with CLIA, OSHA, and other regulatory agencies, 

maintaining histology equipment, and assisting in CLIA       
recertification for the lab. 

 
Our state-of-the art medical and surgical facility offers       

excellent benefits and a team approach.  We are looking for 
the perfect candidate to join our team. 

 
Please contact: Renée Blanton   rblanton@lanederm.com Or 

fax : 706-322-1718 
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The Globally Harmonized System  

of the Classification and Labeling of Chemicals (GHS) 

 

The Globally Harmonized System (GHS) is an international standard that provides criteria for labeling and 
classification of hazards chemicals. The GHS stipulates a standardized approach to labeling elements and ma-
terial safety data sheets (MSDS) which is now called safety data sheets (SDS) by the new standard. This docu-
ment also standardizes hazard signal words, pictograms, and precautionary statements to convey the hazards 

to users. 

The "Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals," is a United Nations' document 
written by hazard communication experts from different countries, international organizations concerned with 
chemical hazards. The GHS is based on major existing chemical hazard labeling and communication system 

throughout the world.    

In 2012 OSHA revised the Hazard Communication Standard to align more closely with the United Nation 
Globally Harmonized System (GHS); the revision appears in the Federal Registry, 29CFR 1910.1200 The Final 
Rule. The compliance dates are phased in over a period of time, December 1, 2013 Train employees on the 
new label elements and safety data sheet (SDS) format completed, June 1, 2015, compliance with all modified 
provisions of this final rule, except: December 1, 2015, distributor shall not ship containers labeled by the 

chemical manufacturer or importer unless it is a GHS label.    

The impact of the new GHS on the Laboratory Standard is training: Understanding the new label formant and 
safety data sheets (SDS). Previously (before March 2012) there were no mandated formats for labeling or 

SDS by OSHA (USA). There are some exceptions under the labeling formant and mandated elements. 

Labeling exceptions are cited by OHSA (USA) and may not apply to Canada, Europe, and Asia. The exemp-
tions were granted by OSHA because many hazardous chemicals already follow requirements cited by gov-
ernment agencies other than OHSA. The agency that has the greatest impact on hospital laboratories, diagnos-
tic laboratories, and veterinary laboratories is the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Reagents that are used 
for diagnosis and treatment of diseases are considered medical devises; therefore, fall under the jurisdiction of 
the FDA and are exempt from the OSH labeling mandate. The following are examples of common laboratory 
product classes that are exempt from the OSHA/GHS labeling standard because they fall under FDA jurisdic-
tion: For Laboratory Use Only, For In Vitro Diagnostic Use Only, Analyte Specific Reagent, and For Research 
Use Only; are only a few examples of product classes that are considered medical devises by the FDA and 
are therefore exempt from the new GHS labeling elements. There are several chemicals and mixtures that are 
not considered medical devices that are routinely used in laboratories, such chemicals mixtures must be labeled 
in accordance with the GHS labeling elements. With this in mind OSHA does mandate that laboratory personal 

be trained and understand the new GHS labeling elements.  

 

The New GHS Labeling System: 

The revised Hazard Communication Standard requirements for labels changes the existing Hazard Communica-
tion Standard from a performance-based standard to one that has more structured requirements for the label-
ing of chemicals. The revised standard requires that information about chemical hazards be conveyed on labels 
using quick visual notations to alert the user, providing immediate recognition of the hazards. This is accom-
plished by the mandate of six major elements that must appear on the product label. The six required elements 
are; Product Identifier: the product name and code (catalog number); Supplier Identification: manufacture, 
supplier or importer name, street address, city, state, postal code, and country; Signal Word: a word used to 
alert the user of the relative level of hazard severity of the product. Signal words used in GHS labeling are 
“Danger” and “Warning.” Danger is used for the more severe hazard categories, only one signal words can 
be used on the label to indicate the severity of hazard; Hazard Statements: phrases assigned to hazard clas-
ses and category that describe the nature of a hazardous product, including when appropriate, the degree of  
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the hazard. The specific wording of a hazardous statement is given in the Hazardous Communication Standard 

and is dependent on the hazard class. Examples of Hazard statements are: “Causes eye irritation”; Toxic if 

swallowed”; “Flammable liquid and vapor”; the hazard statements are specific to the hazard classification cat-

egories; Precautionary statements: Phrases that describe recommended measures that should be taken to mini-

mize or prevent adverse effects resulting from exposure to a hazardous product. The statement may cover top-

ics related to personal protection, storage, and disposal. Examples of precautionary statements are: “wear 

eye/face protection”, “store in well-ventilated place”, “if on skin, wash with plenty of water. Pictograms: GHS 

has developed specific pictograms used in expressing chemical hazards. The pictograms are symbols plus other 

graphic elements that describe or convey specific information about the hazards of a chemical. OSHA’s re-

quired pictograms must be in the shape of a square set at a point and include a black hazard symbol on a 

white background with a red frame sufficiently wide enough to be clearly visible. OSHA has designated eight 

pictograms under this standard for application to a hazard category.  

To gain an understanding of the new HCS label and label system it is important to know what the required pro-
cess is in developing an appropriate label for a chemical (hazardous).  To develop labels under the revised 
HCS manufacturers, importers and distributors must first identify and classify the chemical hazard(s). The classifi-
cation criteria for health hazards are in Appendix A, and criteria for physical hazards are in Appendix B of the 
revised Hazard Communication Standard. After classifying the hazardous chemicals, Appendix C of the HCS is 
a consult to determine the appropriate pictograms, signal words, and hazard and precautionary statement(s), 
for the label. Once this information has been identified and gathered, then a label may be created utilizing 

Appendices A, B, and C. All are mandatory by law for the labeling of chemicals. 

 

 

Globally Harmonized System (GHS) Safety Data Sheets: 

The information contained in the new GHS format for SDS (Safety Data Sheets) is basically the same as the old 
MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheets), except now the SDSs have mandated required to be presented in a con-
sistent user-friendly, 16-section format, prior to March 2011 thee was no mandated requirement for MSDS for-
mants. The information provided is a brief guide to help individuals to become familiar with the new GHS for-
mat and gain and understanding of its contents.  As of June 1, 2015, “The Hazard Communication Standard 
(HCS) requires chemical manufacturers, distributors, or importers to provide Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) (formerly 
known as Material Safety Data Sheets or MSDSs) to communicate the hazards of hazardous chemical in a uni-
form format that consist of 16 sections. Sections 1-8 contains  information in reference to chemical and provider 
identification,  hazards, composition, first aid measures, firefighting measures, accentual release measures (spills 
and leaks), proper handling and storage and exposure controls/personal protection lists. Sections 9 through 11 
contain technical and scientific information, physical and chemical properties, stability and reactivity, and toxi-
cological information. Sections 12-15contains ecological information, disposal considerations, transport infor-
mation and regulatory information. Section 16 with “Other Information” is a general section that may include 

the date of SDS preparation, last revision and any other pertinent information. 

 

 To be continued in the next issue. 

Jerry Fredenburgh 
Chief Scientific Officer 
HCI Sciences 
2236 Park Place, Suite B 
Minden, Nevada 89423 
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Many know that the MICROTIME is GSH’s way of keeping Histotechnologists aware of the year-
ly symposium for CEU’s.  Many do not know that this is their link to other Histotechs around the 
state and even nationally.   The MICROTIME is a voice for all in the profession and will continue 
to do so.  Recently, it has been noted by lab supervisors they wish to see their own employees’ 
contribution to the discussions.  Lamar Jones a regular contributor to the MICROTIME challenged 
you to submit your articles.  Here is your chance! 
 
Currently, the MICROTIME wants more writers from all over the state to submit articles.  Some of 
you may feel you are not qualified to write an article, but if you are a Histotechnologist, you 
are qualified.  If you want help with editing, if you need to partner with someone, just do it.  
We are all here to help.  That is what GSH was founded for-to give help to the Histotechnolo-
gists to further their profession and to give a voice.  The MICROTIME is that voice.  Do not let it 
be without YOUR voice.    
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Amanda Knowles 
Editor 

CALLING ALL HISTOTECHS-AN 

EDITOR’s REQUEST! 

Lamar Jones recipient of Rhonda  

Rogers Microtime Article of the Year 

Award presented by Donna Hedger 
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Histopalooza! 2014 
At the Lodge & Spa at Callaway  

Billie Zimmerman recipient of 

President’s Award presented 

by Alan Cole of Thermofisher 

Veronica Shives recipient of 

Biocare’s IHC Award  

presented by Joe Myers of 

Biocare 
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Thank You! 

AccuCore Group LLC 

Biocare 

Cancer Diagnostics 

Cell Marque` 

Choice Medical 

Creative Waste Solutions 

CSI Labs-Cancer Research 

Dako 

EMS 

General Data  Healthcare 

Lab Storage Systems 

Leica 

MediaLab 

Newcomer 

NSH 

Poly Scientific 

Sakura 

Simport 

Southeast Pathology 

StatLab 

TechOne Biomedical 

ThermoFisher 

Ventana 

Vendors 

Speakers 

H.Skip Brown 
Jim Burchette 

Theresa Burchette 
Vinnie DellaSperanza 

Bill DeSalvo 

Lamar Jones 
Wanda Jones 

Ely Klar 
Robert Lott 
Joe Myers 
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Histo-Professionals Day 
This is how you spent it! 

Quest Diagnostics Lab  

of Tucker, GA 

 

Awesome Pic you guys! 

Gwinnett Medical Center Lab  

in Lawrenceville, GA 

 

Representing for all HPs! 
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GSH Board of Directors 

GSH PRESIDENT:  Wanda Simons - gshpresident@gmail.com 

GSH VICE PRESIDENT/GSH EXHIBIT LIAISON:  Michael Bourgeois  - GSHVicePresident@gmail.com 

GSH TREASURER/WEB MANAGER: Shirley A. Powell - gshtreasurer@gmail.com 

GSH SECRETARY: Billie Zimmerman - GSHsecretary@gmail.com 

GSH PAST PRESIDENT:  Mike Ayers -  lmayers@charter.net 

GSH MEMBERSHIP CHAIR:  Nancy Crane - GSHmembership@gmail.com 

GSH PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIR: Wanda Jones-TBA 

GSH HISTORIAN-Mary Grace Andagan-gshhistorian@gmail.com 

MICROTIME EDITOR:  Amanda Knowles - Email: gshmicrotime@gmail.com 

GSH EDUCATION CHAIR: Carl Sagasser - gsheduc@gmail.com 

GSH AWARDS CHAIR:  Donna Hedger - GSHawards@gmail.com 

GSH NOMINATIONS-ELECTIONS CHAIR:  Cindy Baranowski - gshnominations@gmail.com 

GSH NSH CEU LIAISON:  Janet Hobbs - gshceu@gmail.com 

GSH SYMPOSIUM REGISTRAR:  Harriet Baker - gshregistrar@gmail.com 

GSH BUDGET & FINANCE CHAIR:  Joyce Weems - gshbudgetandfinance@gmail.com 

 

Microtime Editor  

Amanda Knowles 

3403 Kenilworth Court 

Snellville, GA 30039 

TO:  

mailto:lmayers@charter.net
mailto:fields932@gmail.com
mailto:fields932@gmail.com

