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President ‘s Letter….
Dear GSH members,

If you haven’t registered for “HISTOPALOOZA!”, there is still time to get your registration in. We accept walk-ins, but to assure your handouts, register
today. The board has planned excellent learning and networking opportunities. If you can’t attend please submit your ideas/concerns for the general
membership meeting on Saturday afternoon. Planning for our next “HISTOPALOOZA!” has already begun.
We will be investigating Lake Lanier Islands and a possible one-day seminar in the fall. Some topics suggested include safety, CAP accreditation, and
competencies. Send your ideas and needs to any of the board members and we will search out top speakers.
As you can see by the cover, Histotechnology Professionals Day was March 10th. We really want to know how you spent it. Send us any office or personal photos to be featured in our newsletter. Also don’t forget to celebrate National Medical Laboratory Week, April 21-25 and as a perfect ending to the
week is to have fun at “HISTOPALOOZA!” Send us your photos and stories of how you celebrated.
We look forward to fun, food, and friends at the tranquil Lodge and Spa at Callaway Gardens~

Warm regards,

Wanda K Simons, HT (ASCP)
GSH President

Warm Regards,

Wanda K Simons

2014 PROCLAMATION WITH GOVERNOR NATHAN DEAL

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Wanda Simons, Billie Zimmerman, and Michael Bourgeois
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Georgia Rep...
Sharon Wehman sfatl@aol.com
678-462-6349
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Books & Articles:
Pearls, Preventives and Anecdotes In Histologic Technic: The Search for Excellence
by Billie L. Swisher, HT (ASCP) HTL ; Wolfe Publishing, 1997.
This issues book review is for both professional and personal reasons. I believe if you pick this
book up you will glean wisdom and wit from the author. Maybe this "pearl" will garner your own
ambition to "write that book".
Purchases can be made at “HISTOPALOOZA!” or by contacting the author at
4606 Joshuas Trail, Union City, Georgia 30291
~ Wanda Simons

If you have a review of an article or book you would like to submit to the Microtime
email: gshmicrotime@gmail.com
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Website connections~
http://www.nsh.org/
http://www.histonet.org/
http://www.histosearch.com/
http://www.histotalk.com/

Stained Glass Window in the Callaway Chapel.
Be sure to email us any of the sights you find
inspiring at “HISTOPALOOZA!” this year
gshmicrotime@gmail.com

Georgia Society
for Histotechnology
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Histology Openings!
HAVE A LISTING?
EMAIL IT TO GSHMICROTIME@GMAIL.COM

MICROTIME AD RATES
For Four Issues
Business Card - $50
Half Page - $85
Full Page or Insert - $125

The Microtime is published quarterly by the Georgia Society for
Histotechnology for its members. Contributions, suggestions and
advertisements are welcome. Please visit the GSH website for
submission information and guidance. Permission to reprint is
granted as long as source and author are acknowledged and a
copy of the reprint is sent to the editors. Articles without bylines
are written by the editors. Please submit manuscripts to the
editor.

Make check payable to : GSH
MAIL TO:
Shirley Powell
2690 Eatonton Highway
Haddock, GA 31033
powell_sa@mercer.edu

Deadlines for Submission are:
September 1 - Fall
December 1 – Winter
March 1 - Spring
June 1 - Summer
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Region III/NSH Update
Happy New Year! I appreciate the opportunity to pass along some updates and news from around Region III
and NSH.
A One Day Histotechnology Forum was held on December 7th hosted at Hospital De La Concepcion in San German, Puerto Rico at the conclusion of Histotechnologist Week. In Puerto Rico the week after Thanksgiving is declared Histotechnologist Week by the Department of Health there. The week is celebrated in laboratories and
hospitals with different events including luncheons and parties concluding the week with a one day forum. This
year Histotechnologist Week was celebrated the week of December 1st. The forum included sessions covering
topics in fixation, processing, and immunohistochemistry presented by Jerry Santiago, Jim and Teresa Burchette,
and Tiy Ocasio Torres. NSH partnered with EDIC College to provide attendees with continuing education credits this year.
As you may know Alabama has been working to reestablish their state society under the leadership of Christie
Gowan. She has done a wonderful job and has made quite a lot of progress. Christie is continuing to work on
reestablishing their tax status. All of her efforts are greatly appreciated. You can find more information
about the Alabama Society on their website: www.alhistology.org
The spring is always a busy time for state meetings. For more information about these upcoming state meetings, check the NSH website, NSH In Action, or state newsletters and websites for more information.
Here are some upcoming state meeting dates in Region III:



April 25th – 27th, 2014 – Georgia Society for Histotechnology Symposium, Spa & Lodge at Callaway Gardens, Pine Mountain, GA
May 15th – 18th, 2014 – Florida Society for Histotechnology Annual Meeting, Buena Vista Palace, Orlando,
FL

At the General Membership Meeting during the Symposium/Convention in Providence, NSH’s new strategic
plan was shared which includes a vision and mission statement, and a set of five goals:






Defining and Developing a Powerful Profession
Expanding Knowledge, Education and Resources
Advocating for Professional and Public Recognition
Diversifying and Expanding Membership
Redesigning Governance Structures and Practices

The new vision states, “To empower the profession of Histotechnology through collaboration, education, and
innovation.” Look for more to come about NSH’s new strategic plan.
I appreciate the opportunity to represent Region III on the Board. Please feel free to contact me whenever you
have any thoughts, questions, or concerns, joanna.c.barton@gsk.com. I look forward to seeing many of you at
future meetings.
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MISSING:
CAROL & LARRY FIELDS.
THEY ARE AT 90210 OH NO,NO, AT 90211
Submitted by: Shirley Powell, Treasurer & GSH cofounder

Carol Fields started Histology as a summer job out of high school. Dr. Abe Siegel, an Endocrinologist who
lived near her parents, had a friend at UAB Birmingham who wanted to train someone for his research. She
got the job and worked in research for 4 years then moved to Chattanooga, TN. After her Father passed away
nine months later she moved back to Birmingham to help her Mother. Two years later her daughter was born
and they moved to Jacksonville, FL. She worked four years at Baptist Hospital where she learned routine histology and eventually moved to Memphis, TN and began working at Methodist Hospital, which had a Histology School. It was, as she stated “the best training and lab I had ever worked in and was an amazing experience.” After 4 years there she became Assistant Supervisor. Carol expressed, “ I really loved the techs and
doctors there who were all young and were like a big family.”
After moving to Dallas, TX she worked for Arlington Memorial Hospital for five years and then a doctor’s
private lab for 8 years. She met Larry Fields at a Texas histology meeting in El Paso. She moved to California in 1993 and she and Larry were married. They lived in California for ten years. When her grandchild was
born in Birmingham, to get closer, they moved to South Carolina where she worked at Lexington Medical
Center for 5 years. Next they moved to Atlanta where Carol worked at Northside Hospital for five years and
Larry was a sales rep for histology products. Carol became GSH’s MICROTIME Editor as soon as she
reached Georgia. She worked tirelessly to produce a quality newsletter for us and we appreciate all her
hard work.
After college Larry Fields worked for his father at Lou Fields Supply Co. which started in 1955. Larry traveled to many states, calling on hospitals where he met many Histotechs. His business went well until the early 90’s when the big companies “pac manned” all the small guys. They tried producing many of the plastic
products that were not available for Histology. It was hard to compete without the resources like the larger
companies and they closed the business in Atlanta.
Carol and Larry have now, after twenty years, moved back to Beverly Hills, California to be near his family.
She is working as a PRN in a small lab associated with UCLA, awaiting a permanent fulltime job in the area.
They are truly missed here in Georgia, both are strong supporters of GSH, and we hope someday they will
return to us. Maybe they will visit us at our 41st symposium, “HISTOPALOOZA!”, at Callaway Gardens
April 25-27, 2014.
Carol and Larry Fields
215 S. Doheny #1
Beverly Hills, CA 90211
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GSH Board of Directors
GSH PRESIDENT: Wanda Simons - gshpresident@gmail.com
GSH VICE PRESIDENT/GSH EXHIBIT LIAISON: Michael Bourgeois - GSHVicePresident@gmail.com
GSH TREASURER/WEB MANAGER: Shirley A. Powell - gshtreasurer@gmail.com
GSH SECRETARY: Billie Zimmerman - GSHsecretary@gmail.com
GSH PAST PRESIDENT: Mike Ayers - lmayers@charter.net
GSH MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: Nancy Crane - GSHmembership@gmail.com
MICROTIME EDITOR: Amanda Knowles - Email: gshmicrotime@gmail.com
GSH EDUCATION CHAIR: Carl Sagasser - gsheduc@gmail.com
GSH AWARDS CHAIR: Donna Hedger - GSHawards@gmail.com
GSH NOMINATIONS-ELECTIONS CHAIR: Cindy Baranowski - gshnominations@gmail.com
GSH NSH CEU LIAISON: Janet Hobbs - gshceu@gmail.com
GSH SYMPOSIUM REGISTRAR: Harriet Baker - gshregistrar@gmail.com
GSH BUDGET & FINANCE CHAIR: Joyce Weems - gshbudgetandfinance@gmail.com
GSH VENDOR LIAISON: Scott Brown – sbrown@biocare.net

Microtime Editor
Amanda Knowles
3403 Kenilworth Court
Snellville, GA 30039

TO:

