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Sunday April 27, 2014 
 

HT(ASCP)Certification Readiness Workshop - The CAT Exam                                                        

This workshop is designed to help the certification eligible candidate organize and study for the ASCP Board Of Certification 
Histotechnician (HT) exam. A thorough overview/explanation of the Computer Adaptive Testing (CAT) exam process and a review of 
the subject matter along with many sample questions will be presented.  A study outline, which uses subject matter criteria 
published by the Board of Certification, as well as study hints will be shared. Extensive handout materials are included for each 
attendee. This workshop is designed to be most helpful to the student in an OJT (On-the-Job Training) setting or in a self-study 
situation. Students that are currently enrolled in or have recently completed a directed curriculum based training program will also 
benefit from this presentation. In addition, those preparing for the Histotechnologist (HTL) exam will also find this workshop useful. 

-Robert L. Lott, HTL(ASCP) 
 

Friday April 25, 2014 

Saturday April 26, 2014 

Immunohistochemical Detection of Infectious Diseases                 

The use of immunohistochemistry for identification of infectious diseases is a very important role in diagnostic clinical pathology. 
Often times, results obtained with IHC testing gives definitive diagnosis especially in patients with compromised immune systems 
such as transplant patients where the preoperative diagnosis is rejection versus viral infection. This is a major contribution with 
regards to medication and treatment. 
Information shared in this presentation will give the technologist increased knowledge with identification of proper staining patterns, 
pretreatment techniques and histologic descriptions of diseased tissue. Audience participation is encouraged. 

-Jim Burchette, HT (ASCP) 
 

 

Becoming a Better Person In the Workplace and in Life 

This workshop is for everyone who wants to have a better understanding of what motivates us-why employee involvement and 
recognition is so important in today’s workforce and everyday life.   
We will cover: accountability-reliability-trustworthiness-Enthusiasm/Optimism-becoming a good leader-Why do hard times happen to 
good people-Learning to not become a person of success, but reather a person of value. 

-Wanda Grace-Jones, HT(ASCP)  
 

Case Studies in Diagnostic Renal Histopathology 

Within the daily routine of surgical pathology the role and impact of Histotechnology is often times overlooked when in fact it is an 
integral part of the diagnostic process.  While clinical tests present a numerical supposition of normal v/s abnormal chemistry 
ranges, Histology allows clinicians to have a visual confirmation of disease states along with their proliferation into normal tissue 
areas.  This lecture will present three different case studies of renal disease where Histotechnology was one of the principle 
methods of detection and diagnoses.  Focus will be on patient history, surgical procedure, histological review, routine, special, and 
immunological staining techniques, and final diagnoses derived from histology.  Students will receive detailed information via 
handout on the anatomy and physiology of the renal system, and understand the critical role that histology and the 
histotechnologists play as a vital asset to the pathologist. 

-H. Skip Brown, M. Div., HT(ASCP) 
 

Breast Cancer:  From Surgery to Microscope 

Breast cancer is still the most common cancer in American women other than  skin cancer.  The American Cancer Society states 
that about 12% of women in the United States will develop invasive breast cancer in their lifetime.  As histotechnologists we handle 
breast cases in some manner each day – specimen handling, fixation, processing, microtomy and staining.  This workshop will 
discuss the updated ASCO/CAP breast guidelines, proper fixation, processing, H and E staining and IHC expression.  Case studies 
will also be discussed. 

     -M. Lamar Jones, BS, HT(ASCP) 

Because Strangling Isn’t An option; Keeping Your Sanity While Dealing with the Problem Employee 

Each of us can recall at least one time in our past when we worked with a difficult or uncooperative coworker whose behavior made 
the work environment unpleasant for all.  Individuals who exhibit chronic behavior, performance or reliability issues can be a serious 
drain on the supervisor’s time and emotional energy and institutional disciplinary procedures do not allow for timely resolut ion.  High 
performers may believe that their supervisor is unwilling to address the problem employee and may leave your team, further 
compounding an already difficult situation.  While situations like this have few easy solutions, this presentation will discuss rational 
strategies for dealing with the problem employee that will lead to either performance improvement or departure of your low 
performer as well as discuss common mistakes made by inexperienced supervisors in unionized and non-unionized environments. 

-Vinnie Della Speranza MS, HTL(ASCP) 

Communicating with Physicians and Administrators: Strategies and Tips for a Successful Outcome 

Many healthcare facilities are preparing for the financial pressures that are anticipated to result from reduced reimbursements 
stemming from healthcare reform and the provisions of the Affordable Care Act, many of which will begin in 2014.  This has created 
a climate of cutbacks and very conservative spending which creates great pressure on laboratory supervisors who may be faced 
with unhappy physicians and hospital administrators who may be more concerned with the fiscal bottom line. 
This presentation will identify the obstacles faced when addressing the needs of these two tough audiences (physicians and 
administrators) who sometimes have competing goals and will offer strategies for successfully achieving resource needs in a climate 
of fiscal restraint.  

-Vinnie Della Speranza MS, HTL(ASCP) 
  



 

 

 

 

 

Saturday April 26, 2014 
 

Immunoreactivity In Normal Tissue 

Selection and maintaining inventory of IHC tissue controls for paraffin and frozen section use in diagnostic surgical pathology can be 
a challenging and never ending experience. This workshop is designed to provide information regarding control selection and 
immunoreactivity of non-neoplastic or normal tissues for the new and seasoned histotechnician and histotechnologist. Our workshop 
approach is to review digital images of commonly obtainable tissues and provide histologic and immunoreactive descriptions of 
tissue components selected for this presentation. This review will also assist the technologist when performing quality control on 
completed slides. Positive tissue controls for frozen section IHC and routine immunofluorescence will also be discussed. 
Regulations that affect the use of negative controls will be addressed. With time remaining, we will have a brief discussion on IHC 
troubleshooting and the selection and use of negative control reagents, when and how they are used. Audience participation and 
interaction is welcome and encouraged. 

-Theresa Burchette, MT, HTL(ASCP) 
-Jim Burchette, HT(ASCP) 

 

Saturday April 26, 2014 

Optimization of Fixation & Processing in the 21
st

 Century 

One of the most fundamentally critical elements of diagnostic histopathology is first the ability to suspend all cellular activity in tissue 
and prevent degradation, and secondly to process that specimen in a manner that facilitates subsequent steps such as microtomy 
and staining.  The successful result of this is a microscopic image of cellular detail that most closely emulates the morphologic 
structure of disease as well as normal tissue.  This session will discuss the basic principles of fixation and processing along with the 
various dynamics that are in play during the process.  Students will learn about various fixatives, their primary components, and their 
optimal use; as well as talk about the histochemistry involved in tissue processing.  They will also understand methods of 
troubleshooting and the cost associated with reprocessing tissue.  The concept of ‘fluid transfer’ will be emphasized as a key factor 
attributing to the success of fixation and processing.  Innovative design in instrumentation will be reviewed to better understand how 
the industry has responded to the demand for more efficient methods.  Benefits and selective use of rapid fixation/processing will be 
discussed along with methods of troubleshooting.    This session is ideal for students involved in formal study in histology and a 
good review those sitting for their Board exam. 

-Herbert Skip Brown, M. Div, HT(ASCP) 

Sunday April 27, 2014 

Histologic Process Improvement – Tissue Processing from Conventional Overnight to Continuous Rapid 

Which tissue processing protocol should you use to produce the best results? The correct answer depends upon the needed 
improvement metric, specific business condition demands and performance delivery requirements, where the final solution creates 
process improvement. As we all know by now, process improvement is essential to improving quality, increasing productivity, 
reducing costs, and the right Tissue Processing Protocol and instrument is essential to creating an optimized process workflow. The 
"tried and true" tissue processing methods used today, in the majority of Histology labs do not always support the precision 
demanded by new technics that support personalized medicine. There will be a review of processes, open discussion of existing 
tissue processing instrumentation, processing protocol options and critical variables that affect the tissue samples. Selecting the 
best tissue processing protocol for your lab will create process improvement through the use of LEAN and Six-Sigma tools while 
improving the overall quality and patient outcomes. This presentation will allow you to gain a new perspective on tissue processing 
and create precision in your lab. 

-William DeSalvo BS HTL(ASCP) 

Human Tissues: Histological Identification of the Major Tissue Types 

The histological features of the different types and categories of tissues will be described to facilitate identification of human tissues 
and organs. The four major types of tissues: epithelium, connective tissue, muscle and nervous tissue will be discussed in detail. 
Specific characteristics such as cell types, structural organization, membranes, fibers and extracellular matrixes will be discussed as 
well as how these tissues function in their respective organs. During the workshop participants will have the opportunity to observe 
the different types of tissues and organs in the human body via the use of microscopes and slides. After the conclusion of the 
workshop, participants should acquire sufficient knowledge of the structural and histological differences between the tissues and 
have a better understanding of the individual functions of these tissues in the human body. 

-Elizabeth (Ely) Klar, MS 

 
 

Preparing for the QIHC Examination  

This presentation is intended to provise participants with an overview of the principles and practices of immunohistochemistry and in 
situ hybridization in an effort to assist them in performing well on the ASCP’s QIHC examination.  Every effort is made to address all 
of the technical aspects of the aforementioned procedures, including ‘coverage’ of validation, quality control, and troubleshooting.  
Extensive handout material, including ‘white papers’ and reference tables will be provided. 

-Joseph D. (Joe) Myers, M.S., CT(ASCP)QIHC 


